
COVID-19 Specific Funding – Currently Open (**indicates new this week) 
As at 15/05/2020 
 

 Funder / Fund  Amount  Status  Further Information  

MU Coronavirus 
Hardship Fund 

Up to £200 **Open In response to the widespread cancellation of work that has hit the music profession as a 
result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the Musicians Union has set up a £1 million 
hardship fund that members with genuine and pressing hardship can apply to. This is 
intended to be immediate, urgent relief for musicians facing financial hardship right now. 

Applications are open now, via an online form. 

Those seeking assistance filling out the application form should email equalities@themu.org 

https://www.musiciansunion.org.uk/hardshipfund 

North Face – COVID-19 
Explore Fund 

Up to £43,800 **Open (closes 
22/5/2020) 

Grants are available for outdoor and exploration companies and charities in the UK, 
Germany, France, and Italy, to support them during the coronavirus/COVID-19 crisis so that 
they can continue after the crisis has passed. 
https://www.thenorthface.co.uk/en_gb/about-us/explore-fund.html 

Esmee Fairbairn 
Collections Fund - 
Sustaining Engagement 
with Collections 

Up to £30,000 **Open (closes 
26/5/2020) 

Small grants are available for one-year projects carried out by UK museums or galleries to 
explore different ways of engaging with existing collections while physical access is not 
available or is severely limited due to the coronavirus/COVID-19 lock down. 
 
Applicants are encouraged to consider experimental or innovative interventions with 
collections online and/or collections work that will put the museum in a stronger position 
when it is able to reopen (eg by building audiences and income generation through work 
with collections). 
https://www.museumsassociation.org/collections/changes-to-esmee-fairbairn-
collections-fund 

Armed Forces Covenant 
Fund Trust – COVID-19 
Impact Programme 

Up to  £60,000 **Open (closes 
29/5/2020) 

Short-term funding for Armed Forces charities that have been affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
The £6 million Covid-19 Impact Programme is provided by the Ministry of Defence and 
administered by the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust. 
 
The funding is intended to ensure that people from Armed Forces communities can keep 
accessing important services, where resources for these services have been impacted by the 
coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic. 
https://covenantfund.org.uk/programme/covid-19-impact-programme/ 

mailto:equalities@themu.org
https://www.museumsassociation.org/collections/changes-to-esmee-fairbairn-collections-fund
https://www.museumsassociation.org/collections/changes-to-esmee-fairbairn-collections-fund
https://covenantfund.org.uk/programme/covid-19-impact-programme/


 Funder / Fund  Amount  Status  Further Information  

Barclays’ 100x100 UK 
COVID-19 Community 
Relief Programme 

Up to £100,000 Open (closes 
22/5/2020) 

100 donations of £100,000 each are available to UK charities working to support vulnerable 
communities impacted by coronavirus/COVID-19, and the associated social and economic 
hardship caused by the crisis 
https://home.barclays/society/investing-in-our-communities/barclays-covid-19-
community-aid-package/barclays-100x100-uk-covid-19-community-relief-programme/ 

Supporting 
Communities Fund 
(Scottish 
Government) 

£20 million fund to 
support the growth 
of community 
efforts at a local 
level 

 An initial £20 million investment providing funding to Community Anchor Organisations such 
as charities, voluntary organisations, community controlled housing associations and social 
enterprises to help support local responses to the pandemic. A list of organisations that have 
been approved for funding to date can be downloaded from the SCVO website. 
 
Community anchor organisations are already playing a key active role in providing services 
within their community and through this funding will be supported expand their existing 
networks and connections. 

 They are well placed to work collaboratively and will help to support a coordinated 
approach locally, working with other active local charities, third sector organisations, 
volunteers, communities of interest and making links with the Local Authority, Third Sector 
Interfaces and other statutory providers, and can act as a conduit for funding to help 
channel support to where it is needed. 

 To date funding for over 170 community anchor organisations across Scotland has been 
approved. 

 Working with partners SCVO continue to identify where funding is being deployed and 
where it is still needed. 

UK Government 
Charities Funding 

  Frontline charities across the UK will receive a £750 million package of support to ensure 
they can continue their vital work during the coronavirus outbreak – this includes hospices 
and those supporting domestic abuse victims.  £360 million will be directly allocated by 
government departments to charities providing key services and supporting vulnerable 
people during the crisis. Where charitable services are devolved the UK Government has 
applied the Barnett formula in the normal way. Devolved administrations expected to 
receive £60 million through the charities pot, and further significant Barnett allocations, 
dependent on the final proposals funded, through the direct grant pot. 

Champions for Change Up to £250 Open Champions for Change South Ayrshire Champions Board have launched our Stay Connected 
Fund. This fund is designed to support young people with care experience, aged between 14-
26, with the impact of Covid-19 and the social changes that come with it. Young people can 
apply for up to £250 which will help them to:  

• Cope with social distancing or isolation 
• Improve or maintain their physical wellbeing 
• Improve or maintain their mental wellbeing 
• Help stay positive with creative outputs or activities 



 Funder / Fund  Amount  Status  Further Information  

For application Form: 
https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/grants/#grantsource 

Swimathon Foundation – 
COVID-19 Relief Fund 

£250 -£1000 Open The Fund has been established to help small swimming and aquatics organisations meet 
their financial obligations during the coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic (1 March 2020 to 31 
July 2020). The funding could support fixed costs or loss of revenue. 
Swimathon Foundation – COVID-19 Relief Fund 

COVID-19 Film and TV 
Community Grants 

Up to £250 Open The COVID-19 crisis has had a notable impact on the film and television industry, with many 
facing financial hardship and increased levels of isolation. 
 
As part of the Film and TV Charity’s coronavirus response to help support the industry’s 
mental health and wellbeing during this time, it has designed the Community Grants scheme 
to aid individuals and grassroots organisations volunteering their time to support their peers 
in the film and TV workforce. Specifically, the scheme will contribute to administrative costs 
and ‘out of pocket’ expenses incurred in delivering this work during the COVID-19 crisis. 
 
The grants are designed for grassroots organisations or individuals. Funded activities could 
tackle isolation, connect people, involve professional development, skill sharing, mentoring 
or career development, or financial advice. 
https://filmtvcharity.formstack.com/forms/community_grants 

Scottish Government:  
Wellbeing Fund  

Up to £100,000 Open (round 2 
closes 22nd May) 

Funds have supported the purchase and delivery of food, activities to support people’s mental 
health and wellbeing, co-ordination of local activity and staff and volunteer expenses. It is 
anticipated that the fund will continue to support those things and much more.  
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/for-organisations/wellbeing-fund 

Bank of Scotland 
Foundation: 
Reach Programme 
 

£5,000-£3,0000 
 

Windows for 
applications: 
11 May – 20 
May 
8 June – 
17June 
6 July – 15 July 
 

More dates to follow 
The Bank of Scotland Foundation’s Reach Programme provides funding for Scottish charities 
that are creating positive and lasting changes for Scotland’s people and communities by 
supporting people through varying stages of their lives and are addressing social exclusion 
and disadvantage. For the remainder of 2020 the Programme will operate on a monthly 
basis to enable a greater number of charities to access funding over the coming months. 
https://bankofscotlandfoundation.org/funding-programmes/reach 

Hope for the Young – 
COVID-19 Emergency 
Fund 

Up to £250 Open Small grants to support young refugees and asylum seekers during the coronavirus/COVID-19 
pandemic.  Given the growing impact of coronavirus/COVID-19, they have launched an 
emergency relief fund to support young asylum-seekers and refugees during the pandemic. 
 

https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/grants/#grantsource
https://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/OpenLink/GRUKBP3!S45145?uri=https%3A%2F%2Fswimathonfoundation.org%2Fswimathon-grants%2Fcovid-19-relief-fund
https://filmtvcharity.formstack.com/forms/community_grants
https://scvo.org.uk/support/coronavirus/funding/for-organisations/wellbeing-fund
https://bankofscotlandfoundation.org/funding-programmes/reach
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The objectives of the scheme are to support the immediate health and well-being of young 
asylum seekers and refugees during the pandemic, and to help to relieve destitution and 
poverty in general. 
https://hopefortheyoung.org.uk/covid-19-emergency-relief-fund/ 

British Horse Society Up to £750 per BHS 
approved riding 
school 

Open The UK’s largest equestrian charity, The British Horse Society (BHS) has launched its BHS 
Approved Centre Hardship Fund, to help support riding schools affiliated to the charity 
through the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The fund, launched on Friday 17 April, is specifically aimed at BHS Approved Centres who are 
struggling with the immediate financial impact of the Coronavirus pandemic and is designed 
to support the health and wellbeing of the horses and ponies under their care. 
All BHS Approved Centres will have been contacted with details on how to apply for the 
funding. If a centre has not received communication then it is recommended they contact 
approvals@bhs.org.uk or call 02476840500 
https://www.bhs.org.uk/our-charity/press-centre/news/2020/april/hardship-fund 

Tiny Changes: 
COVID-19 Relief Fund 
 

Up to £10,000 
 

Open 
 

Charities working to improve children and young people’s mental health in Scotland can 
apply. Your organisation or group must be registered with OSCR and have a Scottish charity 
number. Successful applicants will meet at least one of Tiny Changes’ charitable objectives. 
https://mailchi.mp/d4d5363dca30/tinychanges-covid19-relief-fund 

Scotmid  Open Small grants are available from Scotmid for community groups. For further information please 
contact yvonnegoodfellow@scotmid.co.uk 

Junius S Morgan 
Benevolent Fund 

Up to £1500 Open The Fund assists registered nurses and midwives, health care assistants in addition to retired 
nurses, midwives and health care assistants. The criteria for these grants has recently been 
extended to support third and fourth year student nurses working in the NHS. 
Grants of up to £1,500 per year are available for eligible applicants who find themselves in a 
difficult financial situation, including as a result of the coronavirus crisis. 
https://www.juniusmorgan.org.uk/grants/ 

Utility Networks  Open Utility Networks Announce Fast Funds for Communities During COVID-19 Crisis  
UK Power Networks, SGN, Southern Water, Thames Water, Anglian Water, Affinity Water, SES 
Water and South East Water have announced that they are collaborating on a regional 
initiative looking out for their local communities as part of their ongoing work to help people 
living in vulnerable circumstances. 
A list of local community foundations is available on the UK Community Foundations website. 
Groups should contact their local community foundation for further details about what 
funding might be available to them and how and when they should apply. 

Alpkit Foundation – 
Grassroots Support 
Now 

Up to £500 Open Grants are available for organisations serving those affected by the coronavirus/COVID-19 

outbreak.  The Alpkit Foundation supports projects that champion education, participation, 

environment, diversity and health. 

https://hopefortheyoung.org.uk/covid-19-emergency-relief-fund/
https://www.bhs.org.uk/our-charity/press-centre/news/2020/april/hardship-fund
https://mailchi.mp/d4d5363dca30/tinychanges-covid19-relief-fund
mailto:yvonnegoodfellow@scotmid.co.uk
https://www.juniusmorgan.org.uk/grants/
http://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/View/GRUKBP3!S45076
http://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/View/GRUKBP3!S45076
http://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/View/GRUKBP3!S45076
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https://alpkit.com/blogs/foundation/adapting-to-the-coranavirus-crisis 

The Fore - RAFT Fund Up to £5000 Open The Fore has launched RAFT (Rapid Action by The Fore and Trusts) in response to the 

coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic.  

RAFT consists of a number of emergency activities to support small charities and social 

enterprises adversely affected by the crisis: RAFT Fund, RAFT Directory of Skilled Volunteer 

Requests and RAFT Online Resources. 

The Fund aims to ensure that effective small charities and social enterprises are able to meet 
the rapidly changing needs of their beneficiaries, remain viable and prepare for delivery when 
the acute phase of the coronavirus/COVID-19 crisis is over.  

The funding will support high quality, well-managed small charities and social enterprises with 
great leadership doing vital work in their communities. 

Applications will be accepted from UK registered charities, community interest companies, 

charitable incorporated organisations and community benefit societies with annual incomes 

below £500,000. Organisations need to be able to demonstrate the impact of their mission 

and offer creative solutions to getting through the current crisis and building for delivery 

beyond the acute phase. 

https://www.thefore.org/covid-19-response-raft/ 

The Antonio Carluccio 

Foundation 

Up to £10,000 Open Funding is intended for both large and small registered charities who are working anywhere in 
the world in the areas of malnutrition and food related training.  

During the coronavirus/COVID-19 crisis, the Foundation is focusing its funding on charities in 
the UK and in Italy, the home country of Antonio Carluccio. 

The application form is available on the Antonio Carluccio Foundation website.  

The completed application should be sent, via email, to 

trustees@theantoniocarlucciofoundation.org. 

https://antoniocarlucciofoundation.org/covid-19-response/?cli_action=1587383464.352 

https://alpkit.com/blogs/foundation/adapting-to-the-coranavirus-crisis
http://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/View/GRUKBP3!S45085
https://www.thefore.org/covid-19-response-raft/
http://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/View/GRUKBP3!S45074
http://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/View/GRUKBP3!S45074
mailto:trustees@theantoniocarlucciofoundation.org
https://antoniocarlucciofoundation.org/covid-19-response/?cli_action=1587383464.352
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Yorkshire Building 

Society - Coronavirus 

Response Fund 

Up to £2000 Open The Fund aims to help charities who are supporting the ongoing needs of vulnerable people 
and helping local communities in the UK to cope with the impact of the pandemic. 

Charities registered with the Charity Commission, the Charity Commission for Northern 

Ireland or the Scottish Charity Regulator may apply.  

To be eligible, charities must have beneficiaries in the UK.  

Priority will be given to the following:  

• Small charities with an income of £100,000 or less. 

• Charities that support the ongoing needs of vulnerable people to ensure that their 
health and wellbeing is maintained. 

• Charities that support the ongoing needs of people suffering from poverty or those 
who have suffered a loss of income. 

https://www.ybs.co.uk/your-society/charitable-foundation/index.html 

NET / Foundation 
Scotland:  
Community Response, 
Recovery & Resilience 
Fund  

£1,000 - £5,000  Open  Funds for Scottish organisations will be distributed by Foundation Scotland through the 
‘Community Response, Recovery and Resilience Fund’ (RRR). Most immediately, the Response 
element will provide emergency funding for local charities and grassroots organisation 
supporting people most in need.In the medium and longer term, Recovery and Resilience will 
fund a wider group of local charities and community organisations whose operations and 
finances have been affected so they can recover, re-establish or re-design their activities once 
the outbreak eases in response to community needs at that point.  
https://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/community-response,-recovery-
resilience-fund/  

Clothworkers’ 
Foundation:  
Emergency Capital 
Programme  

Up to £5000  Open  Grants available for essential capital items to adapt or increase services. Priority will be given 
to organisations supporting vulnerable and ‘at risk’ groups which fall within Clothworkers’ 
programme areas. 
https://www.clothworkersfoundation.org.uk/clothworkers-emergency-capital-programme/ 

 

Creative Scotland  
Open Fund: Sustaining 
Creative Development  

£1000-£50,0000  Open  The fund aims to enable individuals and organisations to explore ways of working that will 
help them to adapt and respond to the current changing circumstances. The fund is Open all 
year round, with no deadlines and can support activity for up to 12 months.  
N.B. Creative Scotland are also providing bridging bursaries to freelance and self-employed 
individuals  
https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news/archive/2020/03/covid-19-
impact-funds  

http://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/View/GRUKBP3!S45064
http://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/View/GRUKBP3!S45064
http://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/View/GRUKBP3!S45064
https://www.ybs.co.uk/your-society/charitable-foundation/index.html
https://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/community-response,-recovery-resilience-fund/
https://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/community-response,-recovery-resilience-fund/
https://www.clothworkersfoundation.org.uk/what-we-fund/
https://www.clothworkersfoundation.org.uk/clothworkers-emergency-capital-programme/
https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news/archive/2020/03/covid-19-impact-funds
https://www.creativescotland.com/what-we-do/latest-news/archive/2020/03/covid-19-impact-funds


 Funder / Fund  Amount  Status  Further Information  

Faith in the Community:  
COVID-19 Rapid 
Response Fund  

A few hundred 
pounds  

Open  Grants will support faith groups and related community organisations which are registered as 
charities to provide immediate support for individuals and families.  
https://www.faithincommunity.scot/covid19info  

Morrisons Foundation: 
COVID-19 Homeless 
Support Fund  

Up to £10,000  Open  Registered charities that care for the homeless can apply for support to cover three broad 
areas:  
● Outreach and support for rough sleepers, including provision of essentials  
● Delivery of services in hostels and shelters  
● Information and advice  
https://www.morrisonsfoundation.com/latest-news/covid-19/  

Museum Galleries 
Scotland:  
Urgent Response COVID-
19 Fund  
 
Digital Resilience COVID-
19 Fund  

 
 
£3000 - £60,000  
 
 
£300 - £3000  

 
 
Open  
 
 
Open  

Supports independent museums and galleries critically affected by loss of income as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/funding/urgent-response-covid-19-fund/  
 
 
Supports museums to purchase equipment and software that will enable them to adapt to 
more digital working during the period of closures brought about by COVID-19 and the 
associated restrictions. 
https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/funding/digital-resilience-covid-19-fund/ 

National Lottery 
Community Fund  
Awards for All  
Young start  
Community-Led Activity  
Improving Lives  

 
£300-£10,000  
 
£10,001-£100,000  
£10,001-£150,000  
£10,001-£500,000  

Open  All the funding decisions the National Lottery Community Fund make for the next six months 
will be devoted to addressing the crisis.  
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes?location=scotland  
 
Groups can still apply to the Lottery for normal projects but COVID-19 specific projects will 
take priority 
 

National Lottery Heritage 
Fund:  
Heritage Emergency 
Fund  

£3000-£50,000  Open  Short-term funding for organisations delivering heritage projects or running previously funded 
projects, and safeguarding heritage sites they have previously invested in to ensure they are 
not lost to the public.  
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/coronavirus-update  

Standard Life 
Foundation:  
Coronavirus Fund  

Up to £50,000  Open  Support projects that contribute to social change which tackles financial problems and 
improves living standards for those on low-to-middle incomes. Funding is specifically for 
research, policy work and campaigning activities.  
 
https://www.standardlifefoundation.org.uk/funding/coronavirus_funding  

Schroder Charity Trust Up to £5000 Open The Trust aim to support charities in the UK who are working in the areas of education and 
young people, communities, environment and conservation, health, arts and culture, 
international development, heritage, and the armed forces. The Trust continues to accept 
applications from charities during the coronavirus/COVID-19 outbreak, and it is taking into 

https://www.faithincommunity.scot/covid19info
https://www.morrisonsfoundation.com/latest-news/covid-19/
https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/funding/urgent-response-covid-19-fund/
https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/funding/digital-resilience-covid-19-fund/
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes?location=scotland
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/coronavirus-update
https://www.standardlifefoundation.org.uk/funding/coronavirus_funding
http://search.grantfinder.co.uk/Scheme/View/GRUKBP3!S45075
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account the current challenges many charities are dealing with as they respond to the 
pandemic. 
https://schrodercharitytrust.org/homepage 

Third Sector Resilience 
Fund 

Up to £75,000 Open – phase 2 The Third Sector Resilience Fund (TSRF) is a £20m emergency fund for charities, community 
groups, social enterprises and voluntary organisations working in Scotland. The fund supports 
organisations that already deliver services and products but find themselves in financial 
difficulties directly as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. The primary intention of the fund 
is to help third sector organisations to stabilise and manage cash flows over this difficult 
period. 

For Phase 2 of the Third Sector Resilience Fund, the guidance and criteria have been adapted 
to maximise the number of third sector organisations that benefit from it: 

• Applicants must be at risk of or unable to cover essential costs within 12 weeks from 
the date of application 

• The maximum grant amount awarded will be £75,000 
• Funding requests must be for a three month period (previously four months) 
• Eligible costs will be mostly limited to overheads and essential staff (administrative 

for example) who cannot be furloughed. Please visit the FAQs section for more 
detailed information 

• All grant applications requesting £50,000 or more will be considered for a loan, a 
grant or a blended approach (part grant, part loan) 

https://scvo.org/support/coronavirus/funding/scottish-government/third-sector-resilience-
fund 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://schrodercharitytrust.org/homepage


COVID 19 Specific Funding – Currently Paused or Closed 
 

Funder / Fund  Amount  Status  Further Information  

Charities Aid Foundation:  
Coronavirus Emergency 
Fund  

Up to £10,000  Currently 
paused  

The fund helps organisations with an income of less than £1 million to continue to support 
communities. Grants cover core costs, staffing, volunteers, equipment, communications or 
other critical charitable areas.  
https://www.cafonline.org/charities/grantmaking/caf-coronavirus-emergency-fund 

Funder / Fund  Amount  Status  Further Information  

UFI VocTech Trust:  
VocTech Now  

£10,000 - £25,000  
Currently closed  

Stage 1 closed. 
May be further 
stages  

Grants between £10,000 and £25,000 are available to support vocational training providers 
who need to move to digital delivery methods in order to keep their learners engaged as 
existing face to face delivery models are restricted.  
https://www.ufi.co.uk/voctech-now-guidelines  

Youth Scotland: Action 
Fund  

Up to £500  Currently Closed The purpose of this fund is to enable youth groups to purchase essential items that will enable 
them to continue working with young people throughout this period of social distancing and 
restrictions.  
https://youthscotland.org.uk/programmes/youth-scotland-action-fund  

Sir Jules Thorn Charitable 
Trust – Hospice Fund 
2020 

Up to £5,000 Closed One-off grants to support the core costs of hospices in the UK that are members either of 
Hospice UK or Together for Short Lives. In 2020, the Trust is accelerating its annual Hospice 
Fund programme, in recognition of the additional pressures many hospices are experiencing 
due to COVID-19 and the associated restrictions on normal activities. It has simplified the 
application process and amended its normal eligibility criteria. 
https://julesthorntrust.org.uk/programmes/hospice-fund/ 

Leathersellers’ Company:  
Small Grants Programme  

Up to £3000  Closed  Grants available for charities who are working in the areas of homelessness, providing food 
and supplies, victims of domestic violence, and nursing care.  
https://leathersellers.co.uk/small-grants-programme/  

 

https://www.cafonline.org/charities/grantmaking/caf-coronavirus-emergency-fund
https://www.ufi.co.uk/voctech-now-guidelines
https://youthscotland.org.uk/programmes/youth-scotland-action-fund
https://julesthorntrust.org.uk/programmes/hospice-fund/
https://leathersellers.co.uk/small-grants-programme/

